
 

 
  
   

 
Abstract: Proposal for a presentation in Stream 1 

 

“Open Research in Developing Countries: The risk of commercialisation of open data for 
economic benefit.” 

The Open Research market has been defined as an economic system that enables the immediate 

dissemination of original peer-reviewed outputs, at no charge to users, with minimal restriction on re-

use. This market is established by mandating researchers through funding agreements to relinquish 

their intellectual property rights because publicly funded research should be publicly available. 

Unfunded researchers are convinced by ‘moral nudging’ to do the same to promote fair, equal, diverse 

and inclusive research, with the promise of higher impact. 

The UNESCO Open Science Recommendation requires that actors in Open Research need to prevent 

the unfair inequitable extraction of profit from publicly funded research. Academic inequity in 

developing countries has resulted in grossly underfunded higher education research, which then 

excludes research and academic institutions from knowledge participation and contribution. These 

exclusions are particularly inequitable when a foreign research body extracts open data and findings 

from developing countries for their own economic benefit. Without equitable funding and 

infrastructure to participate equally in research, developing countries will not benefit from Open 

Research. 

Regulation of the Open Research Market could ensure that exploitation of valuable research outputs 

is prohibited and sanctions are applied to breaches.  To understand this Open Research market and 

whether it requires regulation we need to identify and assess the unintended ethical and legal 

consequences such as conflicts of interest, open data mining and privacy violations.  

McKinsey has stated that open data will be worth 3 trillion in economic value per year with the 

education sector open data accounting for around 1 billion in value. This amount of economic value 

would be a game changer for data producers in developing countries and we must find a way to ensure 

this happens and I hope that my research can provide some answers. 
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